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reverse.   Such were the opinions of the Viceroy, in which we generally  concurred.
28. The Vakeel was consequently instructed to return to Kabul, and there explain to the Amir, with the utmost possible precision, the moderate nnd necessary condition on which the British Government was prepared to sign with His Highness a Treaty of Alliance, and to accord its formal recognition to his heir-apparent. The Vakeel was charged to explain to the Amir very clearly that our assent to the conference, suggested by His Highness in reply to our previous communications, would" be entirely dependent on his agreement to this preliminary condition as a ba&is of negociation. In order to prevent the possibility of misunderstanding on that point" Atta Mahomed received from the Viceroy an Aide Menioire, which he was authorised to communicate to the Amir. The Viceroy also addressed to His Highness a friendly letter, inviting him to Delhi as the guest of the British Government at the Imperial Assemblage, and proposing on T hat occasion t o bi;*n with him the Treaty of Alliance, which subject to the above-mentioned condition, Sir Lewis Felly would be authorised to neguciate at Pesbawur with the Envoy of His Highness.
29,   On this errand, in the satisfactory result of which he professed great confidence, Atta Mahomed returned to Kabul as the end of October last; and at the same time the Viceroy left Simla on u tour of inspection round the frontier. About this time, events occurred in Europe the effect of which was immediately apparent on  our negociations  with fchere Ali.   Throughout   India and Asia there was a prevalent expectation that war between the Sultan and the Czar was imminent ; and that it must lead, tre long, to war between  England and Russia.   Had this expectation been realized, the policy which had hitherto governed our relations with Afghanistan would have been promptly brought to a very practical test.   It was immediately evident that the Amir had no intention of committing himself to an English alliance on the supposed eve of a war between England and Russia,    His apparent policy  was to stand  aloof from us till  the latest possible  moment ; and t:>en, if he found himself unable to maintain a strict neutrality between the two belligerents,  to sell his   alliance to the highest bidder,   Itu^itin  or  English, on the dearest terms.   For this purpose it was essential to His Highness" tf>  gain time.    Accordingly, on his return to Kabul, the British VnkJei  was informed  that the  Amir  was too unwell to receive him.  This transparent pretext was prolonged till the Vakeel, instructed by the Viceroy to insist on its abandonment, was at last admitted to the presence of His Highness.   The Amir then informed him that he was still much too ill to discuss business, or even to receive the Viceroy's mes-- sages : and the Vakeel, either from stupidity or disloyalty, accepted the excuse. . So matters went <m for more than a month*   During this period the Amir, .hough, too unwell to discuss business with the British Vakeel, was able to eview troops and i^sue military orders,    A n Agent from General Kaufmann emained at Lis Court, and wus supposed to be in secret communication with His Highness,   But of all that was passing at Kabul we knew less than ever ; for tbe reports of our own Agent there had become studiously  infrequent, vague, and unintelligible. Thus, after many years of % waiting policy, patiently pursued and confidently trusted, our attainment of the object for which we had go long been waiting, proved to b > perilously uncertain, at the very moment -when certainty in such  a matter was most essential to our interests; nor could we tell whether the lakhs of rupees and rifles,  unconditionally lavished on, Shere Ali by the British Government, might not at any moment be used against it by His Highness.   At length the  Amir, finding himself unable to evade any longer the issue put to him, without bringing his relations with us to an open rupture (a result up more compatible with his purpose than placing them on a definitely cordiul footing;, despatched his Minister, Syud Noor